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the light of views more recently set forth by David Starr Jordan regard- 
ing the influence of warlike interests in Germany in tricking that country 
into war against its desires. 1 The series of psychological errors by means 
of which Germany gradually antagonized the neutral states is reviewed 
and is connected up with the German philosophy of making war, gener- 
ally known as frightfulness (p. 369). 

The author seems divided in his opinion as to the value of German 
collectivism as a theory of the state. He admits that it is the strongest 
factor in her efficiency, bringing as it does complete loyalty and disci- 
pline (p. 66), though he speaks of it with contempt in contrasting the sub- 
missiveness of the German with the individualism of the Frenchman or 
Englishman who is suspicious of the state (pp. 67, 68). In the end, how- 
ever, he recognizes that patriotism is impossible without it (p. 307) and 
admonishes the Western peoples to seek a greater degree of internal 
solidarity (p. 467). He admits German superiority and attributes it to 
"an exceedingly strict discipline and a meticulous organization which 
is well adapted to the needs of the modern era" (p. 465) rather than to 
race superiority. At other points, however, he does seem to assume 
fundamental or inherited differences in race mentality (p. 103). In 
regard to the relation of biology to psychology he does not always seem 
quite clear; at one point he speaks of patriotism as being an instinct 
(p. 306). Though he profoundly deplores the war (p. 469), he is not 
altogether without hope regarding it, feeling that so great a crisis may be 
necessary to jar social organization free from the controls of custom and 
start society upon a new evolutional mutation (p. 463). Is this inter- 
pretation mystical or rational? The book contains a wide range of 
documentary data and information of interest and value, and much of its 
psychological interpretation is very suggestive. Those who are accus- 
tomed to accept Dr. Le Bon's theories of society as adequate will doubt- 
less welcome the present study on a subject of current interest. 

L. L. Bernard 
University ov Missouri 



Prostitution in Europe. By Abraham Flexner. New York: 

Century Co., 1914. Pp. ix-f 455. 

A book review belated three years has a changed and enlarged 

responsibility. It is no longer concerned primarily with statement and 

criticism of evidence and argument, but rather with the relation of the 

'"The Ways of Pangermany," Scientific Monthly, January, 1917, p. 27. 
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work to the social movement which impelled the essay and to which it 
in turn gives impetus. 

This volume is the second of a series of four, projected under the 
auspices of the Bureau of Social Hygiene established in 1911 "as a result 
of the work of the Special Grand Jury which investigated the white 
slave traffic in New York in 1910." Two other books in the series, 
Commercialized Prostitution in New York City, by G. J. Kneeland, and 
European Police Systems, by R. B. Fosdick, have already appeared; the 
final volume dealing with prostitution in the United States is still 
awaited. 

The single impression — namely, the failure of regulation as a policy 
for the control of prostitution — gained by the American public from 
Flexner's authoritative study of the European situation has had an 
effective influence in the widespread and successful campaign in this 
country for the abolition of the segregated vice district. His severe and 
sweeping arraignment of the so-called "European" policy is indicated 
by the culminating statement: "This, then, is the final and weightiest 
objection to the regulation: not that it fails as hygiene, not that it is 
contemptible as espionage, but that it obstructs and confounds the proper 
attitude of society towards all social evils, of which prostitution is one. 
.... By conceding to vice a privileged position, it discourages all 
effort to prevent or uproot it." 

The limitations of the methods of repression in dealing with the 
problem of prostitution have not been adequately recognized by the 
general public. In an address before the National Conference of Chari- 
ties and Correction at Baltimore in 19 15 Dr. Flexner made clear his 
position: "The suppression of the grosser, more aggressive, and more 
prominent forms of vice means only that whatever of the volume and 
intensity of vice is due to sheer artificial manipulation and exploitation is 
eliminated; what remains is due to more deep-seated conditions — to 
individual weakness, depravity, or misfortune and to social and industrial 
conditions. At this point the effort to suppress will probably change 
the form of prostitution rather than reduce it further." The success 
within these limits of the policy of repression through law enforcement 
is shown by the report of the Bureau of Social Hygiene for the year 
ending November 1, 1916, on commercialized prostitution in New York 
City, which concludes its survey of progress with the statement: "Pros- 
titution has been proved to be a 'modifiable phenomenon.'" 

"The further steps" against prostitution require as a basis con- 
tinued study by psychologist and sociologist of sex in relation to society. 



REVIEWS 127 

The first three chapters in this book defining prostitution and analyzing 
its demand and supply aspects have, in a sense, prepared the public for 
such a consideration of the fundamental factors in the problem. 

Ernest W. Burgess 
University of Chicago 



Is War Diminishing? A Study of the Prevalence of War in Europe 
from 1450 to the Present Day. By F. A. Woods and A. 
Baltzly. Boston: Houghton, Mifflin Co., 1916. $1.00. 

Messrs. Woods and Baltzly have performed a great service in 
preparing this concise, business-like little book. Of all the books which 
I have read treating of peace and war, this is one of the very few which I 
shall keep on my desk for quick reference. In a way it is a classic. 
I say this because these men have presented facts instead of hopes and 
have been governed by statistics instead of by sympathies. They are 
among the very few who have attempted to treat a very dangerous 
subject in a scientific manner. 

I also am delighted at the way in which they have got after the pro- 
fessional pacifists. They not only quote copiously from various pub- 
lications of leading peace societies, but they speak right out in meeting 
and call names like " Carnegie," "Taft," "Butler," and others. I agree 
heartily with their comments upon such professional pacifist propaganda. 

The statistics and dates are very useful and are very clearly pre- 
sented. This also applies to the charts at the end of the book. These 
statistics represent much original work and are to be greatly com- 
mended. They show that during the past centuries the world has been 
at war about one-half of the time and that war is neither more nor less 
prevalent today than ever before. In short, I think the book is splendid 
so far as it goes, but I should have liked the privilege of adding one more 
chapter. 

Let me explain what I mean by suggesting that the book is unfin- 
ished: I agree with the authors that the status quo is impossible and that 
self-preservation is the first law of nature. It is also self-evident that, 
this being the case, under present conditions militarism is inevitable. 
On the other hand, I see no reason why competition between nations 
cannot continue along economic lines without war, provided there are 
free markets. 

I follow the authors up to the point of their conclusion, at which 
point I think that they fall into the footsteps of the pacifists and let 



